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message from the president
Spring is finally here and the Spring Trophy Season on the Bay is right around the corner. 
Fortunately or unfortunately, the weather lately feels more like early March rather than early 
April. The bad news is that the weather is making it hard for many of us to prepare our boats 
for the season. The good news is that this very cool spring weather could delay the Rockfish 
spawn and make for a very good Spring Season including good fishing in the Mid-Bay during 
the MSSA Tournament. Come early to the April Meeting if you have any questions regarding 
tackle or techniques for trolling on the Bay. I will show you the rigs and pattern that I am 
planning to run during the Spring Trophy Season. I and several of our experienced Captains 
will be happy to answer any questions you may have.

I urge all of our Captains not to take any short cuts in preparing your vessel for the new season 
due to the rather cool weather conditions. Double check all of your safety gear and pay special 
attention to your fuel system. We have not seen the last of Ethanol related fuel system problems. 
I suggest that you carry two or more spare fuel filters along with a filter wrench and a sealable 
container large enough to hold a filter or two along with its liquid contents. Good Luck to all 
of you this season.

Kevin McMenamin 
President

april MEETING & GUEST SPEAKER
The next Chapter meeting will be on Wednesday, April 18th at 7:30 p.m. Our speaker for the 
April 18, 2007 meeting will be Charlie Ebersberger of Anglers Sport Center. Charlie will be 
talking about what is new in tackle and gear for the coming year.

Upcoming Speakers

May:  John Unkart – Non-Traditional Offshore Trolling Methods and Rigging Ballyhoo on 
Circle Hooks for White Marlin

June: Aaron Rogers – Muff Diver Charters – Trolling for Tuna

Chapter Meetings are held @ 7:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (except July & Aug) at 
the Annapolis American Legion Post #7 located at 1905 Crownsville Rd. The meeting format 
is informal yet informative with an emphasis on learning and talking about fishing. Please join 
us to expand your knowledge of Bay & Offshore Fishing and to extend your Fishing Buddy 
Network to know where and how the big fish are being caught.

Paul Kurchock 
 Speaker Coordinator
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Vice President’s Report
March brought a mix of mild and cold weather, more fishing shows, and the 
opportunity to begin getting tackle and boats ready for the Spring Trophy 
Season that will open on Saturday, April 21, 2007. We enjoyed listening to 
Captain Randy Dean teach us some of fine points of trolling for rockfish 
using planer boards at the March meeting, and about 20 chapter members 
turned out for the Canyon Runner Seminar on March 31 for a full day of 
classes and lectures about fishing offshore for tuna and marlin.

Spring Trophy Season is almost here and I encourage you to take advantage 
of the several activities available to get out on the Bay and put to good use 
the insights that our guest speakers have shared with us over the past year.

First, sign up for the Chapter Spring Tournament. Forms are available from 
the website. The tournament is open to all active members. Entry fee is $10 
with an optional $25 calcutta. The 3 longest rockfish caught will share the 
prize money (70/20/10%) and plaques will go to the top 5 fish.

Second, on opening day, the Boatyard Bar and Grill hosts the annual 
charity tournament in Annapolis. This year, it will be a catch and release 
only with photographic entries (digital camera). Captain’s Meeting is on 
Friday, April 20, at the Boatyard Bar and Grill in Eastport. You can get 
forms, sign up online or at the restaurant, or take a chance and wait until 
the Captain’s Meeting to sign up. This event is limited to 150 boats. The 
Chapter is a co-sponsor of this event. Charlie Ebersberger, owner of Anglers 
and our next speaker, is the primary sponsor. Great party afterwards at 
Searles Marina and the chapter will conduct a $50 calcutta for our members 
only who fish this tournament. Send your check with your boat name to  
Tim Palmer, 3232 Chrisland Drive, Annapolis 21403-4350. Our Calcutta 
on the Boatyard tournament will be divided the same way as the chapter 
spring tournament.

Here’s the REALLY BIG ONE! On May 4-6, the MSSA will conduct 
the annual Spring Tournament. Sign up forms are available online or 
in the Tide Lines or at one of several Captain’s Meetings that will be 
held at Boater’s World stores around the Bay. For you local anglers, the 
meeting will at the Boater’s World Store in Harbor Place on RT 2 at Aris 
T. Allen Blvd on Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30 p.m. Our chapter provides 
the staffing for this event so please let Bob Kimball, Kevin or I know if 
you can work that evening. We need about 10 people. Rumor has it that 
if you work the meeting, you might get an MSSA shirt as a thank you 
from Rich Novotny. Maybe.

Pete Abbott
Vice President

2007 STRIPED BASS REGULATIONS
From April 21 through May 15 anglers may keep one fish per person per 
day between 28 inches and 35 inches in total length or one fish 41 inches 
or greater. Striped bass between 35 inches and 41 inches must be released 
to the water unharmed. From May 16 through December 15 anglers may 
keep two fish per person per day between 18 and 28 inches, or one fish 
between 18 and 28 inches and one fish over 28 inches. There are several 
NEW Additional Open Areas from May 16 through May 31. Check the 
DNR website at www.dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/fishingreport/frmapindex.
asp for standard area closures and maps.

These regulations were crafted to significantly reduce the number of 
Trophy Rockfish that are caught & kept by Maryland Anglers in 2007. 
This reduction is intended to compensate for estimated overages that 
ASMFC believes has happened from 2003-06. 

Questions still remain about the fairness of the ASMFC quota 
system and the accuracy of the dock survey data that has led to these  
stricter measures. 

The MSSA encourages all recreational anglers to participate in the 
Maryland Cooperative Striped Bass Survey to provide more realistic data 
on the size and quantities of Rockfish that are being caught by Maryland 
Recreational Anglers. The easy-to-use form asks anglers to record the 
length of the rockfish they catch on each trip this season. This vital data 
will help fisheries managers more accurately estimate the Bay’s resident 
and migratory rockfish stocks which will guide future adjustments to 
creel and size limits. Please call Kevin McMenamin with any questions. 
Thanks for your support!

Tournament committee
The Tournament Committee is in need of 2 or 3 volunteers to help run 
the Breezy Point Weigh Station during the MSSA Spring Tournament. 
Hours are noon to 5:00 on Friday and 9:00 to 5:00 on Saturday and 
Sunday. The MSSA Office will pay for your lunch and other incidental 
expenses. Please contact Bob Kimball at (301) 741-2671 if you can help 
out on one or more days. 

The local Spring Tournament Captain’s Meeting will be held at the 
Boater’s World in Annapolis Harbor Center on Wednesday, May 2nd at 
6:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to support this event starting at 5:30 for 
set up of merchandise and beverage sales. Please contact Bob Kimball at  
(301) 741-2671 or sign up at the April Chapter Meeting

Bob Kimball
Tournament Committee Rep

Spring intra–chapter tournament
The Annapolis Chapter will once again host an Intra-Chapter Spring 
Tournament amongst its members from April 21st to May 31st.  
The Entry Fee is $10 and we will recognize the 5 longest Rockfish caught 
by our Chapter Members. There is also an optional $25 Calcutta that 
will be split 3 ways for those members who care to enter. The 1st Place 
Calcutta Winner last spring took home over $450, so once again, it pays 
to enter the Calcutta. Remember to sign up before Opening Day for your 
best shot at the Top Prize. Check our website for complete details or call  
Bob Thompson at (410) 340-7109 with any questions.

boatyard bar AND  
Grill tournament
Dick Franyo, owner of the Boatyard Bar and Grill, has welcomed our 
chapter again as a co-sponsor of his charity tournament to be held on 
April 21, 2007. This is the opening day of the Rockfish Season in the 
Chesapeake Bay and will be a “Catch and Release” Tournament using 
digital photographic representations of all fish turned in for score.  
The technology used last year to test the feasibility of this practice was 
highly successful and will be used again in this year’s event.

Application forms will be available on the website: www.boatyardbarandgrill.
com and will be distributed with the April edition of Tide Runner. The 
Chapter will conduct a $50 calcutta with the prize pool divided between 
the 3 longest rockfish. The winner will get 70%, second place 20%, and 
third place 10%. The Calcutta will be restricted to captains who are current 
members of the Annapolis Chapter of MSSA.

Get your boats, tackle and crews ready to fish for opening day and join 
in the festivities. Dick hosts a terrific party at the Boatyard Bar and Grill 
following the tournament with live entertainment, great food and generous 
libations. The entry fee (historically $125 per boat) includes tickets for  
4 anglers to attend the party. Additional guests for the party are charged 
$25 per person. Please call Pete Abbott with any questions.



HELP WANTED
I am in search of a volunteer to help with managing the Membership 
Roster for the Annapolis Chapter. This newly designated position 
would require between one and two hours of your time each month. 
The Chapter Roster Manager would be responsible for maintaining 
and updating both our email and hard copy mailing lists. Basic 
computer and email skills are required for this position. Please contact  
Kevin McMenamin if you can support our Chapter by filling this new 
position on our leadership team.

FISHERMAN MAGAZINE  
PHOTO REQUEST
I received a request from Chris Dollar (Managing Editor of The 
Fisherman Magazine Mid-Atlantic Edition) for photos from our members 
for inclusion in future editions of this great weekly magazine. This is 
an excellent chance to show off the Big One that didn’t get away to 
your friends and family. Pictures of Lady and Junior Anglers should 
be of particular interest (maybe a cover photo) based on my years of 
experience working with Chris. I encourage you to take your digital 
camera with you this season (set it for high resolution) and send your 
photos to Chris. And don’t forget to mention that you are a member of 
the Annapolis Chapter of MSSA. Here is Chris’ request:

Hey folks, I’m excited to let you know that in our ongoing effort to 
improve the magazine we’ve added full color to the Report Cover 
section as well as a new addition: a two-page “Photo Gallery” that 
each week features 6 to 12 color photos of The Fisherman’s subscribers 
and extended family. Please email shots of your friends, family and/or 
club members, and include the who, what, where, etc. I prefer them 
electronically (Report Cover 2000 pixels across & Reader Gallery 
Photos roughly 900 pixels across). All that means is email them to me 
in the original size that you took them with your camera. Thanks & I 
look forward to seeing your shots.

Chris Dollar

COASTAL CLAM DREDGING 
PROHIBITION
House Bill 964 titled “Atlantic Coastal Back Bays – Clam and Oyster 
Dredging – Prohibition” was passed out of the Environmental Matters 
Committee on March 19th by a vote of 14 to 7 and then by the entire 
House by a vote of 109 to 29. On March 30th it came over to the Senate 
Chambers, where just a few days earlier its companion bill (Senate Bill 
379) had been defeated by a vote of 26 to 20. However, we were well 
prepared for this critical vote. Hundreds of phone calls and emails were 
sent asking each Senator to vote in favor of the bill. The Atlantic Coast 
Chapter led this effort with support from the Annapolis Chapter and 
several other chapters of the MSSA. Many additional organizations and 
individuals were also involved in getting the votes changed.

After the vote count was taken, President Mike Miller announced that 
the bill passed by a vote of 29 to 18. We can’t say enough to thank 
everyone who had a hand in this fantastic turnaround.  It was truly a 
victory for the marine environment for the Atlantic Coastal back bays. 
Many thanks must go to Delegate Norman Conway and Jim Mathias 
for sponsoring our House Bill. They too contacted their friends in the 
Senate and helped to get their bill through the Senate. We must also 
recognize the major contribution from Senator Roy Dyson on this issue. 
Senator Roy Dyson from Southern Maryland was our champion in the 
Senate. Senator Dyson spoke several times on the Senate floor during 
Senate Bill 379 deliberations. This bill (SB 379) was eventually killed 
on the Senate floor from efforts led by Senator Lowell Stoltzfus. Senator 
Stoltzfus also tried to kill the House Bill (HB 964) on the floor, but 

Senator Dyson did an outstanding job of explaining the harmful effects 
that is associated with hydraulic clam dredging. He also asked several 
Senators to change their votes in favor of the House Bill. Finally, we 
must also recognize the Maryland Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus for 
their help in getting HB 964 passed.

(Editor’s Note: This is a great victory for any anglers who wet a line in the 
Coastal Bays of Maryland. The Clam and Oyster Dredging Operations 
have effectively been “Strip Mining” the bottom of our Coastal Bays 
for years. This has resulted in a significant decline in marine habitat 
and fish abundance in Maryland’s Coastal Bays. Thanks again to all of 
our members who took the time to make phone calls and send emails 
in support of this legislation!) 

2007 CALENDER OF EVENTS
April

18  Annapolis Chapter Meeting – Guest Speaker: Charlie 
Ebersberger of Angler’s Sports Center presents What’s New 
in Fishing Tackle

21  Spring Trophy Rockfish Season Opens

May

2  Spring Tournament Captain’s Meeting at Annapolis 
Boater’s World

4-6  MSSA Spring Rockfish Tournament
16  Annapolis Chapter Meeting – Guest Speaker: John Unkart 

presents Non-Traditional Offshore Trolling Methods and 
Rigging Ballyhoo on Circle Hooks for White Marlin

17 Spring Tournament Awards at Earleigh Heights VFC

June

20  Annapolis Chapter Meeting – Guest Speaker: Captain 
Aaron Rogers from Muff Diver Charters presents Trolling  
for Tuna

21  Tuna-Ment Cook Out & Captain’s Meeting at  
Wachapreague Marina

22-24 MSSA Tuna-Ment

Full-Year Calendar is on our website at www.mssaannapolis.com

MSSA Members receive  
10% Discount on Labor



Tide Runner Note:

If you are thinking of taking your boat to the ocean this year and 
need a slip, I have one for rent at Don’s Restaurant in Chincoteague, 
VA. We will use it for the TUNAMENT and MARVA Offshore 
Tournaments June 20-25 and August 15-21 but it should be available 
at other times until Labor Day. If you are interested in reserving this 
slip call Tommy Clark, Owner of the Marina, at (757) 336-5715 or 
email at go2dons@verizon.net for rates and availability.

Pete Abbott 
Vice President
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President Kevin McMenamin (410) 349-0575
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Secretary Bob Sheehan  (410) 533-2898
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MSSA Scholarship Committee  OB O’Bannon
MSSA Tournament Committee  Bob Kimball
Speaker Chairman   Paul Kurchock
Raffle Table Chairman   Bob Sheehan
Intra-Chapter Tournament   Bob Thompson
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