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February MEETING
The speakers for the February 18th 2009 meeting will be Bill O’Brien and Joe Capp 
from Shore Tackle and Custom Rods. They will join us to discuss custom rods vs. 
factory rods and what to look for in good quality factory rods. This will be followed 
by a discussion on light tackle where Joe will segue into a talk about fly fishing on 
the bay.

Shore Tackle and Custom Rods specializes in custom built rods and tackle specific 
to the Chesapeake Bay region. The shop features custom rods built by lifetime angler 
Bill O’Brien of OB Custom Rods. Although Bill has fished throughout the eastern 
United States, he has made his residence on the Eastern Shore of Maryland for the 
last 30 years.

Chapter Meetings are held @ 7:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (except July 
& August) at the Annapolis American Legion Post #7 located at 1905 Crownsville 
Rd. The meeting format is informal yet informative with an emphasis on learning and 
talking about fishing. Please join us to expand your knowledge of Bay & Offshore 
Fishing and to extend your Fishing Buddy Network to know where and how the big 
fish are being caught.

Brent Matherly 
Speaker Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
January got off to a great start with a well attended meeting and an excellent presentation 
by Lenny Rudow on the use of the Shimano Butterfly Jigging System in the Ocean 
and the Bay. Hearing about the successes he has had using the jigs for tuna, tilefish, 
and stripers has whetted my appetite to get back on the water and catch some fish as 
soon as this winter weather gives way to spring.

The Chapter will offer the general public a second chance to hear directly from Lenny 
about this new and very effective fishing system when he speaks at our 15th Annual 
Saltwater Fishing EXPO on February 28 at the Annapolis Elk’s Lodge. He is one of 
4 well known anglers who will conduct seminars that day. Lenny will be joined by 
Walleye Pete Dahlberg, Chris Dollar, and Wayne Morgan who will each share their 
expertise in fishing for a variety of species in the Chesapeake Bay. I encourage you 
to take advantage of this “one-of-a-kind” opportunity to learn from these 4 highly 
respected anglers by attending the EXPO.
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Over the years, our fishing show has evolved from a “swap meet” 
where members brought used tackle to sell in a flea market 
environment to the present state of having a broad array of high 
quality vendors of both Bay and ocean tackle, charter captains with 
trips to book, informative speakers, and a convenient opportunity for 
all attendees to join or renew their memberships in The Fisherman 
Magazine and MSSA. We will have a special table for guests to sign 
up and register to fish in the MSSA Spring Tournament. ANYONE 
who registers to fish in this major tournament at a Fishing Show this 
spring will get a FREE ENTRY into the $25 Tournament-Within-A-
Tournament (Calcutta). Don’t miss out on this exceptional value.

In addition to being a great opportunity to browse and buy tackle and 
services, the EXPO will serve the public interest in several ways. 
First, you can meet and get acquainted with the Maryland Artificial 
Reef Initiative (MARI) under the Direction of Marty Gary at DNR. 
See what Marty and his team are doing to improve the fishing 
habitat in the Bay. Take home the literature about MARI, and if 
you are able, invest in a ton of reef material for $25 to help rebuild 
the structures on which our game fish depend for food and shelter.  
Closer to home, OB O’Bannon and his team will conduct a sale of 
merchandise to generate funds for the MSSA Scholarship Foundation. 
We count on your help in two ways to make the Foundation able to 
grant meaningful scholarships to college students who earn degrees 
in marine biology and environmental science. Historically many of 
our scholarship students have gone on to contribute to the betterment 
of our fishing environments. Help us generate record sales this year 
by donating items for sale. Bring your sale items to the Chapter 
Meeting on February 18 or to the EXPO on February 28. Stop by 
and see OB and pick up a bargain or two, and know that your money 
is going to a very worthy cause.

Lastly, the EXPO is the Chapter’s main source of operating funds 
for the year. When you attend, you get all the benefits mentioned 
above, and you help us meet our goal to provide good value to all 
our members through a rich program of activities. This year our 
members will have the opportunity to attend 9 monthly meetings 
featuring outstanding speakers, great raffles, and plenty of fishing 
stories and shared experiences and a Christmas Party in December. 
We will again host a fishing trip in the summer and a Crab Feast 
in September. To underwrite these events, we rely on the proceeds 
from gate receipts at the EXPO and sales of our Grand Prize Raffle 
Tickets with a pair of combos (1 trolling and 1 jigging) as first 
prizes to one lucky winner. Additional prizes will be added to the 
drawing including four $100 gift certificates from Boater’s World. 
Take a chance and buy your raffle tickets at the meeting this month 
or at the EXPO. To all who attend and who participate in the raffle, 
we thank you.

Pete Abbott 
President

2009 Saltwater fishing Expo

Mark your Calendars for our 15th Annual Saltwater Fishing Expo 
that will be held on Feb. 28th at the Annapolis Elks Lodge from 8:00 
to 3:00. This event is both our major Chapter Fundraiser and a First 
Class Fishing Show. This year’s Expo will once again feature a list 
of Top Notch Speakers along with Top Shelf Tackle Vendors and 
Charter Captains. There will also be numerous Bargain Tables from 
local Tackle Shops and Individual Exhibitors. The FISHERMAN 
MAGAZINE will once again be our major sponsor and supporting 
us with Door Prizes, Speakers and Marketing Support. Please put 
this in your 2009 Calendar and contact Pete Abbott for information 
on reserving a table. www.saltwaterfishingexpo.com.

SCHOLARSHIP TABLES At Expo

We will be hosting several tables to support the MSSA 
Scholarship Fund at this year’s Saltwater Fishing Expo. Please 
remember to bring and donate any useable fishing or boating 
items to a Chapter Meeting or the Expo. We hope that you will 
support this very worthy cause by looking over your current 
gear and performing a little early Spring Cleaning. Contact OB 
with any questions at (410) 263-3039.

Don “OB” O’Bannon  
Scholarship Chairman

Get Ready to fish

Winter is a great time to plan and prepare for the opening of 
fishing season in April. Fishing shows and seminars offer an 
opportunity to pick up good bargains on tackle, learn what’s new 
in the marketplace, and book a charter or two with a well known 
captain. If you haven’t gone offshore yet, a charter out of Ocean 
City or Wachapreague is a reasonable way to find out if you want 
to pursue the deep water side of our sport. For those of you who 
fish regularly, this IS the time to get those rods and reels inspected, 
repaired and restrung to prevent losing a prize catch when you wet 
the lines again this spring. With some patience, a few relatively 
inexpensive tools, and some components, you can make your own 
lures, umbrella rigs, daisy chains, and tandem rigs. I know that I get 
some extra enjoyment every time we put a fish in the boat caught 
on a lure I made in my basement during the winter. You’ll be glad 
you took the time now to be ready for Opening Day.

What’s On the Horizon

The Chapter will have a busy schedule of fishing events in April, 
May and June. The competitive year will kick-off with the Boatyard 
Bar and Grill Charity Tournament on Opening Day. We will 
conduct a “Chapter Only” Calcutta for this event. Our Chapter 
Spring Rockfish Tournament also starts on Opening Day and will 
run through the end of the Trophy season. Bob Thompson will 
again serve as Tournament Director. Details and entry forms will 
be available starting next month to sign up. For a modest entry fee 
and $25, you can claim chapter bragging rights and some cool cash 
in this Tournament. MSSA’s Spring Tournament is May 1-3. We 
expect this year’s winner will take home over $100,000 in prize and 
Calcutta winnings if they enter all the categories. We will host the 
Captain’s Meeting at Boater’s World on Wednesday, April 29. In 
June, the focus shifts to the ocean and the MSSA Tunament June 
26-28. Our Chapter hosts the Captain’s Meeting at Wachapreague 
on June 25. Good luck to everyone and let’s hope we can repeat 
the clean sweep of the Captain of the Year Awards in 2009!
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