TIDERUNNER

Newsletter of the Annapolis Chapter of the MSSA

“More Fish — More Catching — More Fun”

219 Overture Way
Centreville, MD 21617

BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT THE ANNAPOLIS CHAPTER

MSSA Members receive
10% Discount on Labor

Capt. C.D. Dollar
CD Outdoors
410.991.8468

cdollar@cdollaroutdoors.com
www.cdollaroutdoors.com

Captain Wayne D. Morgan
Frayed Knot Charters
Instructional Charters for
Recreational Fisherman

Homeport: Deale, MD
www.frayedknot shing.com
Fishing Phone: 240.417.8348

www.alltackle.com
2012 Renard Ct, Unit B
Annapolis, MD 21401
1-888-810-7283



Visit us online at
www.mssaannapolis.com

IN THIS ISSUE

November Meeting pgl
Message From The President pg 1
Chapter Resolution pg2
Call For Volunteers pg3
2010 Saltwater Fishing Expo  pg 3

Tournament Fishing In The Fall pg 3

Calendar of Events pg3
Chapter Officers &
Leadership Team pg3

» [ IDERUNNER

Newsletter of the Annapolis Chapter of the MSSA

“More Fish — More Catching — More Fun”

November 2009

NOVEMBER MEETING

Our speaker for the November 18 meeting will be Drew Watts. Drew is an experienced sales
and service representative now working for West Marine at the Kent Island store. Prior to
joining West Marine, Drew served 11 years with Boater’s World and has developed a very
informative and useful presentation for everyone who has the requirement to winterize a
boat and engine(s) at the end of the fishing season. He will speak to us about winterization
and shed much needed light on the issues related to the effects of ethanol fuels on your
equipment. Come join us on Wednesday, November 18, and get ahead of the problems
as you prepare for this annual ordeal. Drew will bring examples of the kinds of products
and tools that will help you properly winterize your boat.

Chapter meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (except
July and August) at the Annapolis American Legion Post #7 located at 1905 Crownsville
Road. The meeting format is informal yet informative with an emphasis on learning and
talking about fishing.

The meeting on December 16th will be a special occasion. We will start at 7:00 p.m., but will
not have a speaker. Please plan to attend and bring your family to our 2009 Holiday Party.
This is a “bring your own food” event and we ask that you contribute a salad, main dish, or
desert in a quantity to serve 10 people. An open bar and a great raffle with prizes for all age
groups will help make this a memorable gathering.

Pete Abbott
Speaker Chairman

AMERICAN LEGION POST 7
ANNAPOLIS/CROWNSVILLE

ANNAPOLIS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is early November and my attention is rapidly turning toward fall fishing. Thanks to a
generous offer from Ron Schaefer, I was able to spend a day onboard MELLOW FIVE
chasing birds and breaking schools of bait along the Western Shore below South River and
we took our limit of healthy, fat rockfish to 32 inches on metal and plastic jigs. Lee Slagle
hooked the big one and it was a good fight to get the fish into the box. Steve Bell rounded
out our foursome and had a good day with his ultra-lightweight spinning gear and some
nice keepers in the high 20-inch range. The weather was perfect for this time of year, cool,
crisp and dry, with only a hint of a breeze and we were surprised when one of the schools
of pretty big fish came to the surface to feed on small menhaden and were jumping out of
the water. I can’t recall the last time I've seen rockfish on the surface feeding, but there was
a great abundance of bait in our area and with a few ocean fish already caught locally, this
could be a bumper season for everyone to get out and wet your lines before the season shuts
down in just a few weeks.

continued on page 2



In a separate note, I have reported to you that there is a situation
in the Chapter that everyone needs to understand and I hope will
spur a few of you to consider stepping up and volunteering to serve
in one of the elected positions in the leadership team. Tim Palmer,
Kevin McMenamin and I have been in our current posts, or rotated
through them, for several years and for many reasons each of us feels
it is time to step aside and assist another group of volunteers to keep
the organization moving forward and building on the solid base we
have in the Annapolis Chapter of MSSA. Perhaps the dispute with
MSSA’s handling of the TUNAMENT Protest has soured some of you
on continuing your membership in MSSA or deciding not to fish in
future tournaments. It may be causing a few to hold off volunteering
to serve in a leadership position until the issue is resolved.

Let me be clear: As of today, Friday, November 6, 2009, there is a
good possibility that MSSA will act soon to address the protest again.
No guarantee that the outcome of the review will lead to a change in
the results, but at least I believe there is a chance for that to happen. I
have not given up on MSSA because of this issue. I signed up a month
ago to fish the Fall Tournament and paid my entry fees to fish in all
the TWTSs and, with my crew, look forward to competing in the event
on November 21 and 22. I hope as many of you as possible will join
me and support the organization with your participation.

Looking beyond the protest, there are grave matters for the Chapter
to consider and finding a new leadership group is critical for the
following reasons:

1. Without people willing to organize the annual calendar of events
(meetings, raffles, speakers, newsletters, fishing trips, crab feast,
and holiday party), these activities will cease effective January 1,
2010.

2.1 will have no option other than to suspend operations of the
Annapolis Chapter pending the identification of a group of people
willing to fill the positions as President, Vice President, Treasurer
and Secretary. The other voluntary, non-elected positions listed
in this newsletter will also have to be filled with existing or new
members.

3. In the event there are no volunteers for the elected positions within
a few months, MSSA will have to reassign our members to other,
active chapters.

4. Placing the Chapter in a “suspended” category will make it impossible
to conduct the Saltwater Fishing EXPO now scheduled for February
27,2010 at the Elk’s Lodge. Many vendors have already agreed
to participate. I am in the process of working out an agreement for
other organizations to assume the sponsorship of this event so it is
not cancelled. In good faith, if the Chapter is in an inactive status,
I cannot promise the vendors or the Elk’s Lodge that there will be
anyone to organize and conduct the EXPO.

I hope this is clear and concise. The Chapter will cease operations on
December 31 unless volunteers step up in the next few weeks to serve
as President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. The incumbents
will work closely with any volunteer to ensure a smooth transition. This
is a situation that can happen in a volunteer organization and while I
regret the need to speak bluntly to you, the facts are that those of us
who have volunteered repeatedly for these positions have made up
their minds that we have done what we can do and will not continue
beyond the end of the year.

Pete Abbott
President

CHAPTER RESOLUTION

The following is the text of the Resolution unanimously passed at
the October Meeting. It was submitted to Mr. Dave Smith and Mr.
Steve Shechtel in their capacities as Executive Director and President
of MSSA.

November 2, 2009
Mr. David Smith
Executive Director MSSA

Dear Dave,

I am writing to inform you that the members of the Annapolis
Chapter voted unanimously on October 21, 2009, in favor of the
following Resolution:

“In response to the series of executive decisions, actions, and
inactions subsequent to the conduct and protest of the 2009 MSSA
Tuna-ment that has resulted in the award of prize money and public
recognition to Walt Donaldson as the official winner of the event,
despite the fact that neither himself or any other person involved in
the Tuna-ment was aboard the boat the day the declared winning fish
was caught, the Annapolis Chapter will, after January 1, 2010, cease
any volunteer support of activities conducted by the main organization
in either manpower or financial resources. Specifically, members of
the Annapolis Chapter will not serve at boat shows, fishing shows, or
captain’s meetings; nor will the Annapolis Chapter contribute funds
or human resources to activities such as the annual convention and
Tuna-ment welcome cookout.”

This resolution is a direct result of the unanimous disapproval by all
members present and voting at the chapter meeting held Wednesday,
October 21, 2009, of the following:

1. The decision to deny the protest requested by the MSSA Tournament
Committee after the 48 hour deadline had expired, even though it
was the MSSA that requested the protest from the protesters after
the expiration of the deadline.

2. The decision, reported by the President in his letter to the seven
protestors, to base the decision to deny the protest on the basis
that it was late without any mention or regard to the provision of
other critical rules such as Rule 18 that specifically empowers the
tournament commiittee to consider evidence that an unsportsmanlike
act had occurred that materially affected the results. The Annapolis
Chapter members who approved this Resolution unanimously
condemn this decision as a failure to act responsibly on validated
information that no one whatsoever having anything to do with
the Tuna-ment was involved in the catching of the fish for which
money was paid to Walt Donaldson.

3. That the Tournament Committee or President of MSSA have failed to
respond to the written request by the protestors for over two months
and that attempts to obtain an answer to their letter have been met
with silence despite the fact that the protestors have voluntarily
foregone any claim to the money paid to Mr. Donaldson in an
attempt to remove the threat of legal action against MSSA should
it have had to file suit against him to recover the already awarded
funds. The protestors have stated publicly that what they seek is an
action by MSSA to restate the results of the tournament and in so
doing, disqualify Mr. Donaldson from the list of winning captains
as he was not involved in any way with the Tuna-ment on the day
the winning fish was caught (Sunday, June 28, 2009).

I regret, in my obligation as President of the Annapolis Chapter, to
inform you of this action by the members of the Annapolis Chapter.
To adhere to the position that the protest is invalid because it was
late then disregard evidence, timelines, other rules that empower
the organization to act in matters of unsportsmanlike conduct, and



refuse to respond to official MSSA correspondence, all of these
things, suggest that the overall management of MSSA is incapable
of fulfilling the duties and responsibilities for which it is obliged
to perform and, therefore, is not worthy of the trust, respect, and
support of its members. This resolution is a response by members of
the Annapolis Chapter who perceive there to be mismanagement of
the Tuna-ment, the protest, and the actions and in-actions that have
let the original declared results stand when there is overwhelming
evidence of unsportsmanlike conduct, possible fraud, and failure by
the MSSA to exercise due diligence in the handling of the evidence
brought before it in reaching its conclusions.

Respectfully,

Peter D. Abbott
President, Annapolis Chapter MSSA
Cc: Mr. Steve Shechtel, President, MSSA

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Chapter elected officers, President, Vice President, and Treasurer,
will complete their terms in office on December 31, 2009. Volunteers
are encouraged to contact Pete Abbott, President, at 410 758 2071
(h), or 443 871 5342 (cell), or by email at abbottgru@aol.com to
discuss any of these opportunities. Unfortunately, our Secretary,
Bob Sheperd, resigned from MSSA following the October meeting
so the Secretary position is also open.

If there are no volunteers by the date of the December meeting,
the chapter will suspend operations pending the identification of
individuals to fill the elected offices as soon as possible.

Pete Abbott

2010 SALTWATER FISHING EXPO

For your long range planning, we will host the Annual Saltwater
Fishing EXPO at the Elk’s Lodge on Saturday, February 27, 2010.
We anticipate that we will have additional space in the Lodge to
expand the number of vendor tables while providing a private, quiet
venue for the speakers program. Please let Pete or Kevin know if you
have any suggestions for Speaker Topics or other ways to improve
this event. Table prices are the same as 2009, $35 for an 8’ Table
and $25 for a 6’ Table. Please contact Pete Abbott to reserve your
table space.

TOURNAMENT FISHING IN THE FALL

If you have not already done so, please consider entering the
Chapter Fall Rockfish Tournament and the MSSA Fall Tournament,
November 21 and 22. Any qualifying rockfish caught by hook and
line in the fall season ending mid-December, is eligible to win the
Chapter Tournament and Calcutta, provided you have entered both
categories of this competition. Go to www.mssaannapolis.com for
information and entry documents for this event.

The Fall Tournament in late November is the final MSSA event of
the year for 2009. Information is available at www.mssa.net and
you can sign up on line or at the Captain’s Meeting to be held at the
new ALLTACKLE store in Parole at 2062 Somerville Road across
from WholeFoods Super Market on November 18 from 5-7 p.m.
Pick up your Captain’s Package and visit with Keith Fraser and the
ALLTACKLE crew in their new, expanded store.

Pete Abbott

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November

18  Chapter Meeting — Speaker: Drew Watts — Boat/Engine
Winterization
21-22 Chapter Meeting — MSSA Fall Tournament

December
16  Chapter Meeting — Holiday Party

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND
LEADERSHIP TEAM
President Pete Abbott (410) 758-2071
Vice President Kevin McMenamin (410) 340-5030
Secretary Bob Sheperd (410) 721-4279
Treasurer Tim Palmer (410) 280-2187
MSSA Scholarship Committee OB O’Bannon
MSSA Tournament Committee Bob Kimball
Speaker Chairman Brent Matherly
Raffle Chairman Bob Sheehan
Intra-Chapter Tournament Bob Thompson
Member Roster Chairman Bill Tongue
Webmaster Craig Teuber
Website Content Editor Bob Sheperd
Fishing Trip Coordinator Lee Slagle

Ron Schaefer
Crab Feast Chairman Vacant
Newsletter Editor Vacant
Saltwater Fishing Expo Coordinator Vacant



